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Transition to High School
The most successful schools view the transition to high school as a process and not an event.  
Students who have a successful transition to high school are more likely to achieve in ninth 
grade and to develop and sustain positive social relationships with peers and with adults.  It 
may seem far off, but the transition to high school marks the first official step in a student’s 
post-secondary planning.  Students who succeed in grade nine are that much more likely to 
pursue college immediately after high school.  The transition process starts now!  As this 
process is so critical, the Hauppauge School District involves teachers, administrators, 
counselors, students, and families in continuous planning to support students’ academic and 
social success in high school and beyond.   

An effective transition process involves four main components: providing students and families 
with accurate and useful information, supporting students’ social success in high school, 
preparing students for academic success in high school and beyond, and working 
collaboratively to monitor student transition and to adjust plans based on data about student 
success.  

The pages of this guide are filled with information about graduation requirements, academic 
and extracurricular opportunities in high school, early post-secondary planning, and the 
resources and support that are available for students and families.   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Ignition
One of the ways Hauppauge High School supports students in their transition process is 
through a unique program called, “Ignition.”  The purpose of the program is to provide 
students with a support system while teaching them how to use the resources at the high school 
and advocate for themselves.

The Ignition Program is led by Mr. Foster and Ms. Braun and reaches every single ninth grade 
student throughout their entire freshman year.  In fact, the Ignition Program begins before 
students even start high school during ninth grade orientation in August.  By design, Mr. Foster 
who serves as Ignition co-advisor is also the school counselor for all ninth grade students.  Mr. 
Foster meets with students during eighth grade for course selection and then serves as their 
school counselor their following year.  This continuity is instrumental in supporting student 
academic and social success during the transition process.  

The Ignition Program is structured as follows: 
• All 9th grade students are assigned an upperclassmen mentor who provides them 

support in structured and semi-structured settings throughout the school year.  Mentors 
undergo a selection process and are trained.

• A full-day Freshman Orientation takes place annually at the end of August.  Incoming 
ninth grade students meet their mentors and participate in a day of team-building 
activities.  This day is designed to acquaint students with the high school and to help 
them build relationships.  

• Ignition teams are grouped by 9th grade physical education classes.  The Ignition 
Advisor and mentors push into the physical education classes and run workshops each 
month throughout the school year.  

The Ignition Program is in its tenth year and has 
grown to be an important part of the Hauppauge 
High School experience.  Each year upperclassmen 
have the opportunity to apply to be Ignition 
mentors.  During the interview process, they often 
reference how much they enjoyed the program 
and how much it eased their transition to high 
school.   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Graduation Requirements
New York State offers two diploma options: a Regents Diploma and an Advanced Regents 
Diploma.  Both diploma types are awarded based on 2 criteria: credits earned and Regents 
Exams passed.  All students are encouraged to pursue the most rigorous course of study 
possible.  Hauppauge High School provides the necessary support to fulfill that goal.  

Regents Diploma Requirements
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Content Area Credits

English 4.0

Social Studies 4.0

Mathematics 3.0

Science 3.0

World Language 1.0

Art/Music 1.0

Health 0.5

Physical Education 2.0

Technology* 1.0

Business* 1.0

Electives 2.5

TOTAL 23.0

Regents Exams

1. Common Core English Language Arts

2. One Mathematics Regents
• Common Core Algebra
• Common Core Geometry
• Common Core Algebra II

3. Global History & Geography

4. United States History & Government

5. One Science Regents
• Living Environment
• Earth Science
• Chemistry
• Physics

23.0 credits + 5 Regents Exams = 
NYS Regents Diploma

*Business and/or Technology requirement(s) can be fulfilled with 
a 5th credit of English or Social Studies or a 4th credit of Math, 
Science or World Language



Advanced Regents Diploma Requirements

Students can earn both the Regents Diploma or the Advanced Regents Diploma “with honors” 
averaging 90 or better on all Regents Exams required for the diploma.  Students earning the 
Advanced Regents Diploma can also earn designation for Mastery in Mathematics and/or 
Science.  This designation is earned by scoring 85 or higher on three Regents Exams in 
Mathematics and/or Science.  
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Content Area Credits

English 4.0

Social Studies 4.0

Mathematics 3.0

Science 3.0

World Language 3.0

Art/Music 1.0

Health 0.5

Physical Education 2.0

Technology* 1.0

Business* 1.0

Electives 0.5

TOTAL 23.0

Regents Exams

1. Common Core English Language Arts

2. Common Core Algebra

3. Common Core Geometry

4. Common Core Algebra II

5. Global History & Geography

6. United States History & Government

7. Living Environment

8. One Additional Science Regents
• Earth Science
• Chemistry
• Physics

9. World Language

23.0 credits + 8 Regents Exams + 
World Language Exam =  

NYS Advanced Regents Diploma

*Business and/or Technology requirement(s) can be fulfilled with 
a 5th credit of English or Social Studies or a 4th credit of Math, 
Science or World Language



9th Grade Course Selection
The credits referenced on the previous graduation requirement charts are earned for each course 
students complete and pass (grade of 65 or higher) during high school.  Many eighth grade 
students are already earning high school credit this year in Algebra, Earth Science, and French, 
German, or Spanish.  It is important to note that these high school credit courses count toward a 
student’s high school grade point average and will appear on a student’s transcript at the end of 
high school.  High school courses that meet one period every day for a full year are awarded 1.0 
credit.  High school courses that meet every day for a half year are awarded 0.5 credit.  High 
school courses that meet on an alternating day schedule for the full year are also awarded 0.5 
credit.  
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Content Area 9th Grade Options 

1 English • English 9 Honors
• English 9

2 Social Studies • AP World History I
• Global History I

3 Mathematics • Geometry Honors
• Algebra I

4 Science • Chemistry Honors
• Biology Honors
• Living Environment

5 World Language • Honors French/German/Spanish 2
• French/German/Spanish 2

6 Art/Music • Studio in Art
• Studio in Media
• Intro to Theater
• Design & Drawing for Production
• Dance I 
• Concert Band
• Concert Chorus
• Concert Orchestra

7 Physical Education • Alternating day opposite science lab, elective, or AIS

8 Elective(s) • 1 full-year
• 2 half-year
• Alternating day

9 Lunch



Course Selection Throughout  
High School
As students move through high school, they are afforded more options in course selection.  The 
courses listed on a student’s transcript are a reflection of the rigor of that student’s high school 
program.  As such, course choices are an important part of the college application process.  

Senior year courses in progress are also included on all transcripts.  In fact, senior year when 
students  seemingly have the most  freedom in their  course  selection,  is  a  year  that  colleges 
examine very closely.  The strength of a student’s program is an indicator of the level of work 
that the student will be ready for in college.  

Remember that colleges look for at  least  four years in each of  the five core academic areas 
(English, Social Studies, Math, Science, and World Language).  Refer to the table below, which 
illustrates the “20 Boxes” students should aim to fill in order to satisfy graduation requirements 
and appear competitive to colleges.   
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High School Transcript
A transcript lists every high school credit course a student has taken.  A sample of a Hauppauge 
High School transcript is included below.  
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8th grade 
courses 
taken for 
HS credit 

Honors, 
AP, and 
IB denoted

PE 
printed, 
but not 
included 
in GPA

Senior year 
courses are 
included

HAUPPAUGE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL CODE: 332305

Hauppauge High School

Connelly, Kaitlin Rose
62 Bayberry Ln
Smithtown, NY 11787

500 Lincoln Boulevard, Hauppauge NY 11788
(631)265-3630

GRADUATION DATE

(631)384-6884
TELEPHONE NO.DATE OF BIRTH

05/12/00

DIPLOMA TYPE

International Baccalaureate World School

STUDENT ID: 500030078

NYS Chkpt A Spanish 946/2014
Regents Integrated Algebra - Jun 936/2014
Regents Phy Set/Earth Sci - Jun 966/2014
Regents Geometry - Jun 986/2015
Regents Phy Set/Chemistry - Jun 926/2015
NYS Chkpt B French 846/2016
NYS Chkpt B Spanish 986/2016
Regents Algebra2/Trigonometry - Jun 976/2016
Regents Global History - Jun 996/2016
Regents Living Environment - Jun 956/2016
Regents Common Core ELA - Jun 986/2017
Regents Phy Set/Physics - Jun 896/2017
Regents US History&Gov't - Jun 996/2017

1.002014  MATH 8 H 914
1.002014  EARTH SCIENCE 933
1.002014  SPANISH 8 983

1.002015  HONORS ENGLISH 9 934
1.002015  AP WORLD HISTORY I 896
1.002015  HONORS GEOMETRY 914
1.002015  HONORS CHEMISTRY 894
1.002015  HONORS SPANISH 2 964
1.002015  STUDIO IN MEDIA 983
0.502015  FASHION ILLUSTRATION 943
0.502015  HEALTH 973
0.252015  PE GRADE 9 (1S) 99
0.252015  PE GRADE 9 (2S) 97

1.002016  HONORS ENGLISH 10 964
1.002016  AP WORLD HISTORY II 956
0.502016  ECONOMICS & PERS FINANCE 2X 953
1.002016  HONORS ALGEBRA 2 & TRIG 944
1.002016  AP BIOLOGY 946
1.002016  HONORS SPANISH 3 954
1.002016  HONORS FRENCH I ACCELERATED 994
0.252016  PE (1S) 95
0.252016  PE (2S) 94

1.002017  IB LANGUAGE & LITERATURE HL I 946
1.002017  AP US HISTORY 956
0.502017  COLLEGE PSYCHOLOGY 955
1.502017  IB MATHEMATICS SL 926
1.002017  AP PHYSICS YEAR I 886
1.002017  IB SPANISH SL I 966
0.502017  CREATIVE CRAFTS 1003
0.252017  PE (1S) 93
0.252017  PE (2S) 94

New York State AssessmentsCourse Credit Score

Current Courses                                  
IB LANGUAGE & LITERATURE HL II
AP US GOVT/POLITICS
AP CALCULUS
AP STATISTICS
IB ENVIRON SYS & SOCIETIES SL
IB SPANISH SL II
PE (1S)
PE (2S)

GradeLevel

Counselor: Date:  10/24/2017Bartlett, Ms K

Course Grade: P-Pass  F-Fail  IN-Incomplete  MX-Medical Excuse NS-New Student  AU-Audit  WD-Withdrawn  NG-No Grade
Course Level: 3-Regents  4-Honors  5-College  6-AP/IB

UNWEIGHTED CUMULATIVE GPA
TOTAL CREDITS EARNED  24.50 WEIGHTED RANK 35 / 324

 94.02  98.65WEIGHTED CUMULATIVE GPA

Courses are 
listed in 
chronological 
order

Level of rigor, 
final grade, 
and credit 
earned are 
included

All Regents Exams 
taken are listed.  If an 
exam is re-taken, only 
the highest score is 
printed.



Advanced Placement 
Advanced Placement (AP) is a program run by the College Board, the makers of the SAT.  AP 
courses are offered during high school and provide students the opportunity to earn college 
credit and qualify for advanced standing in college.  Most importantly, taking AP courses is a 
way students can add rigor to their transcripts, which is extremely important in the college 
admissions process.  

All AP courses end with AP exams.  These are official exams, written by the College Board, 
designed to test a student’s knowledge of the content learned in an AP course.  AP exams are 
administered each year in May across the nation and around the world.  AP exams are scored 
on a scale of 1 - 5, with 5 being the highest score.  Colleges award credit to students based on 
their AP exam scores and each college has its own score policies.  For example, some colleges 
will award credit for a score of 3 or higher, while others only award credit for scores of 4 or 5.  

Hauppauge High School offers 15 AP courses available to students in grades 10 through 12 in 
the areas of English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, and Fine/Performing Arts.  

English Mathematics

• AP Language & Composition • AP Calculus AB

• AP Literature & Composition • AP Calculus BC

Social Studies • AP Statistics 

• AP World History Science

• AP United States History • AP Biology 

• AP U.S. Government & Politics • AP Chemistry 

• AP Microeconomics • AP Physics I 

• AP Physics C 

Fine and Performing Arts

• AP Studio in Art 

• AP Music Theory  

!10



Advanced Placement Scholar 
Awards
College Board recognizes high school students who have demonstrated outstanding 
achievement through their performance on AP exams.  The criteria for the various AP Scholars 
Awards are outlined below.  
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Award Criteria

AP Scholar Granted to students who receive scores of 3 or higher on three 
or more AP Exams.

AP Scholar with Honor
Granted to students who receive an average score of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four 
or more of these exams.

AP Scholars with Distinction
Granted to students who receive an average score of at least 
3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or 
more of these exams.

National AP Scholar
Granted to students in the United States who receive an 
average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 
4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.



International Baccalaureate 
Program
IB classes follow a curriculum mandated by the International Baccalaureate Organization (IB).  
Courses include papers and IB exams graded by Hauppauge High School teachers (known as 
internal assessments) and papers and IB exams graded by IB external assessors. IB final exams 
are given in May and are graded on a 1 to 7 scale, with 7 being the highest.  Colleges award 
credit to students based on their IB exam scores and each college has its own score policies.  For 
example, some colleges will award credit for a score of 4 or higher, while others only award 
credit for scores of 6 or 7.

Students can take individual IB classes and earn a certificate of completion for each class (with a 
score of 4 or higher) or can be IB diploma students, which is a 2-year program for juniors and 
seniors. Students who decide to pursue an IB diploma must complete a specific set of courses, 
the Theory of Knowledge course, a 4,000 word Extended Essay, and 150 hours of creativity, 
action, and service hours.

Courses are either standard level (one or two years of study, followed by the IB exam) or higher 
level (two years of study, followed by the IB exam). IB diploma students must take at least 3 
higher level courses (a student takes either a standard level or higher level course and exam in a 
subject, but not both). Students must earn at least 24 points (based on exam scores of 1 to 7 and 
the extended essay) to receive an IB diploma.

One IB course from each of the following areas:
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Theory of 
Knowledge 
(TOK)

Alternating day 
course that 
connects all IB 
content areas 
with focus on 
critical thinking 
and application 
of knowledge

Creativity, 
Action, Service 
(CAS)

A range of 
activities 
accompanied by 
a project in an 
area of choice, 
such as the arts, 
sports, or 
community 
service

Extended Essay 
(EE)

In-depth 
independent 
research on a 
focused IB course 
topic of student’s 
choice; 4,000 
word essay (10-15 
pages) completed 
during a 2-year 
period

One additional 
course in:

The Arts 
or 

One additional IB 
course in the five 
content areas

One IB course 
from each of the 
following areas:
 
English  
Mathematics 
Social Studies
Science
World Language

IB DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

Six IB courses during grades 11 & 12  
Students choose:
• 3 HL and 3 SL
• 4 HL and 2 SL 

http://www.ibo.org/


International Baccalaureate 
Program
 
Hauppauge High School offers IB courses to students in grades 11 and 12 in the areas of 
English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, World Language, Business, and Fine/Performing 
Arts.  

English World Languages

• IB Language HL I & II • IB French SL I & II

Social Studies • IB French HL I & II

• IB History HL I & II • IB German SL I & II

• IB Theory of Knowledge • IB German HL I & II 

Mathematics • IB Spanish SL I & II

• IB Mathematics SL • IB Spanish HL I & II

• IB Mathematics Studies SL Business

Science • IB Business SL

• IB Physics HL I & II • IB Business HL I & II

• Environmental Systems & Soc. SL Fine and Performing Arts

• IB Computer Science SL • IB Film SL I & II

• IB Film HL I & II

• IB Visual Arts SL I & II

• IB Visual Arts HL I & II

• IB Music HL I & II

• IB Theater SL I & II

• IB Theater HL I & II
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AP?  IB?  Both?  
Both AP and IB are very rigorous courses that 
colleges like to see on high school transcripts. 
They are the most rigorous courses that 
Hauppauge High School offers and are excellent 
preparation for college.

At Hauppauge High School, any student can take 
an AP or IB course as long as he or she has met 
any prerequisites for that course and feels 
capable of the level of academic performance 
required for these college-level courses. Students 
do not have to test into the IB Diploma Program 
or AP courses at Hauppauge High School.  

Whether to take all or some AP courses, be an IB diploma student, be an IB certificate student, 
or take a mixture of AP and IB courses needs to be a matter of student preference, interest, and 
learning style. The experience of the IB Theory of Knowledge class and the guided research 
class for Extended Essay are unduplicated in AP. 

The IB diploma program is comprehensive, but fairly inflexible. The AP program and IB 
certificate program are more flexible, allowing a student to take AP or IB courses in the subjects 
which interest them.

It is possible to take an IB course in some subject areas and take (and do well on) the AP exam in 
the same subject area (IB teachers will help students decide if they should take the AP exam for 
a particular subject). However, students who have not taken an IB course may not take an IB 
exam. Review books for AP exams are commercially available; there are no commercially 
available IB exam review books.

Colleges generally recognize AP and IB courses as being comparable. The extent to which 
colleges will give credit or placement varies among colleges, but generally if a college accepts 
AP scores (usually a score of at least 3), then they also accept IB scores (usually a score of at least 
5). For example, if a college will give credit for a score of 4 on an AP exam, it will also give credit 
for a score of a 6 on an IB exam. Some colleges give credit for certain scores on AP or IB exams; 
others will allow students to place out of lower level classes, but will not give credit. Colleges 
are typically more likely to give credit for higher level IB courses than for standard level.
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Academic Rigor
Colleges use a rigor index in reviewing applications 
whereby the number of advanced courses an applicant 
has taken (AP and/or IB) is evaluated in context of the 
number of advanced courses offered at the student’s 
school.  Colleges do not have students’ senior year 
grades, nor senior year AP/IB exam results when 
making admissions decisions, but the courses a student 
selects weigh heavily in the admissions process.  Senior 
year is not intended to be “light” as was once common. 
An admissions dean once referred to twelfth grade by 
asking, “What is a student doing when he/she thinks 
they don’t have to be doing anything at all?”  To that 
end, a student enrolled in the IB diploma program or 
taking a full schedule of AP courses is guaranteed a 
rigorous senior year program.

The National Association of College Admissions Counselors (NACAC) administers a survey to 
college admissions deans asking them to weigh the importance of factors in admissions 
decisions.  The table below includes the most recent responses and indicates the importance of 
student grades and strength of curriculum.  More specifically, these factors mattered more than 
standardized test scores, essays, or extracurricular activities, among other factors.   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Number of Advanced 
Courses Taken   

 

Number of Advanced 
Courses Offered



College?  Already?  
The  truth  is  that  the  college  admissions 
process  will  be  here  before  you  know  it!  
Students and families can reduce some of the 
stress associated with the college admissions 
process  by  starting  their  college  awareness 
and  search  process  earlier.   The  next  few 
pages  include  general  college  information, 
steps  for  using  Naviance  to  search  for 
colleges,  and  information  about  visiting 
college campuses.  

Before delving too far into your college search, it’s important to understand the different kinds 
of colleges and universities that are available.  Review the descriptions below to understand the 
differences.  

College - An academic institution that offers educational instruction beyond the high school 
level in either a two or four year program.  

University  -  (similar  to  a  college)  an academic institution which grants  undergraduate and 
graduate  degrees  in  a  variety of  fields.   Universities  are  composed of  smaller  “Schools”  or 
“Colleges” each of which encompasses a general field of study.  

Liberal  Arts  College  -  Four  year  institution  which  emphasizes  a  broad  program  of 
undergraduate education.  Pre-professional or professional training may be available, but not 
stressed.  

Community  College  -  Two  year  institution  of  higher  learning  which  provides  vocational 
training and academic courses.   Community college terminates  with an Associate’s  Degree; 
credits may be transferred from a community college to a four year college to earn a Bachelor’s 
degree.  

Technical  School  -  Two  year  institution  which  offers  occupational  programs  designed  to 
prepare students for immediate employment in fields related to engineering, technology and 
physical sciences.  

Military School - Federal Military Academies prepare officers for the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Merchant Marine, and Coast Guard.  These institutions (Air Force, Annapolis, Merchant Marine 
Academy,  and  West  Point)  all  require  recommendations  and  appointments  by  members  of 
Congress.  The U.S. Coast Guard Academy and state-supported military academies, however, 
operate on a college application basis.  
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Naviance
All Hauppauge High School students and parents are provided personal Naviance accounts.  
Naviance is the District’s web-based college search and application resource. Students and 
families can access Naviance from the Hauppauge High School website.  
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Students and parents access Naviance 
using an email and password they 
designated.  Visit the Counseling Center 
for assistance!  



Naviance and College Search 
The college search function of Naviance allows students to look for schools based on a variety of 
criteria (size, location, cost, majors, athletics, etc.).  Students can sort schools based on selectivity, 
compare different schools,  and can plot their grades and test  scores in comparison to other 
previous applicants from Hauppauge High School.  

The  welcome  screen  for 
Naviance is pictured to the left. 
From  this  screen,  students  can 
navigate  to  a  wealth  of 
information.   Students  should 
log in to Naviance regularly to 
research  colleges,  sign  up  for 
college  visits,  and  to  check  for 
updates, which are always listed 

on the right side of the screen.  

From the “Colleges” tab, pictured below, students can find information about specific colleges, 
conduct a college search, and view scattergrams to estimate admissions possibilities.  

!18



Managing Your List
While  researching  colleges,  it’s  a  good  idea  to  keep  track  of  the  information  you  gather.  
Naviance makes it easy to create and maintain a list of schools you are considering.  Any school 
researched on Naviance can be added to a personal list of colleges with just one click.  

Search  for  colleges  by  conducting  an  advanced 
search  on  Naviance,  or  by  typing  the  name  of  a 
college  of  interest  into  the  search field  (shown at 
left).  

Once on the page for a particular college, click 
the heart to add that school to your “Colleges I’m 
thinking about” list. 
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“Colleges I’m Thinking About” 
You can access your list from the “Colleges” tab.  Creating a list in Naviance is a good way to 
gather information and (later on) to organize application and deadline information.  Your list 
will be saved in Naviance and it can be viewed by your counselor.  

Suggestions: 
• Start your list early and update it often. 
• Remember that a list is just a list.  Adding a school to your list does not mean you have 
to apply.  It is typically easier to narrow a list than it is to grow a list.  Start big and 
remove schools if necessary and/or appropriate.   
• Keep a cost-balanced list.  Include public and private schools at different price points.  
• Avoid a homogenous list.  Do all the schools on your list want the same GPA and test 
score range?  Are all the schools in the same geographic area?  Reach above and outside 
that range and add some variety to your list.    
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Early College Visits
Families often ask when it is the right time to start visiting colleges.  The answer is, “Right 
now!”  No publication, no matter how thorough, can give you a complete picture of a college or 
university. If you can manage it, a campus visit is the best way to understand what it will be like 
to attend a particular college. Every time you and your child have the chance to visit a college 
campus, you add to a frame of reference that will be incredibly valuable when it is time to 
determine where to apply.  Once you have started researching colleges, you can begin to 
identify campuses that you and your child would like to visit.  When you have decided you’d 
like to visit a campus, call the Undergraduate Admissions Office or go online to the individual 
school’s website to arrange a tour and information session.  If it is possible to attend a class, and 
you would like to do this, let the Admissions Office know.

Early college visits (prior to grade 11) 
can also be convenience-based.  For 
example, if your family is traveling to 
New Hampshire to visit relatives, 
perhaps you can visit one or two 
campuses without going too far out of 
your way.  Even if a college you visit 
does not end up appealing or being a fit 
for your child, no college campus visit 
is ever a waste.  You and your child can 
use the information gleaned from a 
college campus visit to begin 
constructing college preferences.  For 

example, “I do/do not like a large campus.”  “I do/do not like a campus in an urban 
environment.”  Understanding these preferences earlier can save your family the time and 
expense of arranging trips to visit college campuses that do not fit the student’s preferences.  

The majority of colleges and universities keep track of what they call “demonstrated interest.”  
The admissions process is not a one-way street, meaning the college’s interest in the applicant is 
not the only force at play.  Colleges also evaluate how interested an applicant seems to be in 
them as a way of predicting a student’s likelihood of attending.  (Translation: colleges do not 
like to “waste” acceptances on student’s who are unlikely to enroll).  One of the most 
substantial ways a student can demonstrate interest is by visiting the college.  Even if you are 
unable to take an official tour at a college campus, be sure to check in with the admissions office 
and complete an interest card with the student’s demographic information.  This information 
allows the admissions office to open a file for the student and that information will be on record 
if/when the student applies.  
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College Campus Visit Questions 
When you talk to students, ask...
• How many hours a week do you study?
• Are faculty members interested in students and accessible outside of class?
• Do many students go home on weekends?
• How is the food?  
• What do you like most about this college?  Least?
• How easy is it to get the classes you want at registration?
• What is the largest class you’ve ever had?  Smallest?
• If you could do it over again, would you still choose this college?
• What other colleges did you apply to? 

If you have the opportunity to see a class, ask yourself...
• Do the students seem interested in the material?
• Is there time for questions and discussions?
• Am I intellectually challenged by what is taking place?
• Is there a good rapport between the professor and the students?
• Would I feel comfortable as a student in this classroom setting? 

As you tour the campus, ask yourself...
• Are the older buildings in good shape?
• Are there newer buildings in addition to older 
ones?
• Is lab equipment up-to-date and plentiful?
• Are there specialized facilities for my interests 
(practice rooms, art studios, etc.)? 
• How are the residence halls?  
• What is the cafeteria like?
• What is the surrounding town/city like? 
• Would I feel comfortable here?
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What should I know right now 
about college admissions testing?  
The SAT and the ACT are the two standardized exams used in college admissions.  The SAT and 
ACT are written by the College Board and American College Testing, respectively.  Colleges DO 
NOT have a preference regarding which test a student takes.  Students should attempt each test 
at least once to determine their preference.  A chart comparing the two tests and their 
similarities and differences is included on the next page.  

Students can attempt the SAT and ACT as many times as they wish.  Both the SAT and ACT 
provide students with “score choice,” which allows the student to decide which scores to share 
with colleges.  Score choice operates by test date. This means that if a student attempts the SAT 
two times, once in October and once in March and their March scores are better, the student 
does not have to report their October scores to colleges.  It is important to note that score choice 
does not allow students to “cherry pick” their best section scores.  For example, if the same 
student scored better in reading in October and better in math in March, they would have to 
send both complete sets of scores for those two test dates.   
 
The SAT is administered seven times throughout the 
year.  The ACT is administered five times throughout 
the year.  All administrations are on Saturdays.  If 
your son/daughter tends to have weekend 
commitments (athletics, work, etc.), it would be wise 
to attempt the SAT and ACT early.  There is no 
perfect time to start taking the SAT or ACT, but the 
end of 10th grade or beginning of 11th grade is 
appropriate.  The earlier a student takes his/her first 
SAT or ACT, the earlier the student and family have 
information about areas for improvement.    

As students transition to high school, the best way they can prepare for the SAT and ACT is to 
take a  rigorous schedule of  classes,  to  work hard in those classes,  and to read as  much as 
possible.  As students move on to tenth grade and testing nears, sustained practice is key in 
preparing for the SAT and ACT.  These are tests of endurance and should be trained for like a 
marathon, rather than a sprint.  Multiple preparation options are available and many students 
use a combination of a preparation course, private tutoring, and independent practice.  Students 
and  families  should  consider  learning  and  studying  preferences  and  should  outline  a  test 
preparation calendar well before the intended test date.  It is a fact that test preparation can be 
costly,  but  it  is  wise to think of  test  preparation as an investment that  is  sure to pay large 
dividends.  Increased scores as a result of quality prep can lead to increased college options and 
substantial scholarship money.  
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SAT and ACT 
The SAT and ACT are similar tests, with a few subtle but important differences.  
Review the chart below and familiarize yourself with both tests to help determine the exam that 
is best for you.  

SAT ACT
5 sections, 1 experimental 5 sections, no experimental

Covers:
Critical Reading
Math
Writing Language
Essay (optional)

Covers: 
English
Math
Reading
Science
Essay (optional)

Section order changes Section order remains the same 

Possible score range: 400-1600 Possible score range: 1-36

No penalty for wrong answers No penalty for wrong answers

Tests more basic (although, sometimes more 
confusing) math concepts 

Tests more advanced math concepts (some 
trigonometry)

Includes student-produced response math 
questions (grid-ins)

Includes only multiple choice questions 
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Student Involvement
 
Hauppauge High School offers over thirty extracurricular activities in addition to a wide array 
of athletic teams.  These activities offer opportunities for students to learn the values of 
teamwork, individual and group responsibility, physical strength and endurance, competition, 
diversity, and a sense of culture and community. Student involvement in activities provides a 
channel for reinforcing the lessons learned in the classroom, offering students the opportunity 
to apply academic skills in a real-world context.  Thus extracurricular participation is 
considered part of a well-rounded education.  

Each club has an advisor and set meeting dates/times.  All clubs have officers, meaning 
opportunities exist for students to take on leadership roles.  The variety of extracurricular clubs 
offered allows students to find an area of passion and to develop and contribute to that passion 
throughout their four years in high school.   From freshman orientation to graduation, students 
are the leaders of life at Hauppauge High School.    
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Hauppauge High School Clubs and Activities

Anime Club Ignition Senior Class

Art Club Interact Social Awareness/SADD

Best Buddies Junior Class Sophomore Class

Chess Club Mock Trial Stage Crew

DECA Model United Nations STEM Club

Drama Club Natural Helpers Student Council

Ethics Bowl Newspaper Technology Club

French Club National Honor Society Tri-M

Freshman Class Robotics Varsity Club

Gay-Straight Alliance Science Olympiad Video/Media Club

German Club Scratchboard Yearbook 

History Club



Athletics
The Hauppauge High School Athletic Program provides 
students with opportunities to compete at various levels. 
Hauppauge students compete in some of  the best facilities in 
the area including our new turf  football field equipped with 
lighting for night games and our aquatic center, which is one 
of  the finest in Suffolk County. 
 
The sports offered are listed by season below.  Whether you 
are a seasoned athlete, are looking for a new sport, or are 
looking to cheer on the Hauppauge Eagles, we hope you will 
take advantage of  all the Athletic Department has to offer.  
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Fall Sports

Cheerleading Golf (Boys’) Swimming (Girls’) 

Cross Country (Boys’) Gymnastics Tennis (Girls’)

Cross Country (Girls’) Soccer (Boys’) Volleyball (Boys’)

Football Soccer (Girls’) Volleyball (Girls’) 

Winter Sports

Cheerleading Bowling Winter Track (Girls’)

Basketball (Boys’) Swimming (Boys’) Wrestling

Basketball (Girls’) Winter Track (Boys’)

Spring Sports

Baseball Lacrosse (Girls’) Spring Track (Boys’)

Golf (Girls’) Softball Spring Track (Girls’)

Lacrosse (Boys’) Tennis (Boys’) 



Contact us
The faculty, staff, and administration at Hauppauge High School look forward to partnering 
with you and your child during the next four years.  If you have questions or concerns, we hope 
you will contact us using the phone numbers and email addresses listed below.  
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HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Chris Cook, Principal 761-8302 cookc@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Joy Ferrara, Assistant Principal 761-8306 ferraraj@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Kristy Pagliari, Assistant Principal 761-8310 pagliarik@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Mr. Joseph Wieckhorst, Assistant Principal 761-8308 wieckhorstj@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

DEPARTMENT DIRECTORS

Mr. Daniel Butler, Phys. Ed., Health, Athletics, FACS 761-8373 butlerd@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Doreen Gordon, Social Studies & Business 761-8320 gordond@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Lois Jankeloff, Pupil Personnel Services 761-8342 jankeloffl@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Lauren Knudsen, Mathematics & Data 761-8322 knudsenl@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Dr. Laura Landor, Fine & Performing Arts 870-5780 landorl@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Mr. Timothy McCarthy, World Language & ENL 761-8389 mccarthyt@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Dr. Christopher Michael, English Language Arts 761-8323 michaelc@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Mr. Robert Wankmuller, Science & Technology 761-8295 wankmullerr@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT

Dr. Carolyn Probst, Assistant to the Superintendent 761-8385 probstc@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Mr. Greg Foster, Grade 9 761-8339 fosterg@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Kathleen Bartlett, Grades 10-12 761-8339 bartlettk@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Heather Hiotis, Grades 10-12 761-8337 hiotish@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Danielle Montera, Grades 10-12 761-8337 monterad@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Marisa Wanatick, Grades 10-12 761-8339 wanatickm@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

SUPPORT STAFF

Dr. Annie Huang, School Psychologist 761-8327 huanga@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Shannon Griffin, Social Worker 761-8328 griffins@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Colleen Ruffini, Social Worker 761-8325 ruffinic@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

Ms. Carolyn Muller, Nurse 761-8318 mullerc@hauppauge.k12.ny.us 

Ms. Mary Nowotarski, Nurse 761-8318 nowotarskim@hauppauge.k12.ny.us
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Board of Education

David M. Barshay, Esq.
President

Rob Scarito
Vice President

Michael Buscarino
Dr. Lawrence Crafa

Gary Fortmeyer
James Kiley

Stacey Weisberg

Lori DeGeorge, District Clerk

Central Office

Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara
Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Donald B. Murphy 

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and Technology
Jacqueline I. Pirro

Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations
Joseph C. Tasman

Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Administration
Dr. Carolyn J. Probst

Assistant to the Superintendent for Educational Services and Student Outcomes 
 

High School Administration

Chris Cook 
Principal

Joy D. Ferrara 
Assistant Principal

Kristy Pagliari 
Assistant Principal

Joseph Wieckhorst  
Assistant Principal


